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SURRENDER TO GOD THIS LENT AND ALLOW JESUS TO TRANSFORM YOU 

Lent is almost upon us! Ash Wednesday is March 6th.  It is not too early to start thinking 

about how you will observe this holy season. 

The traditional pillars of Lent are prayer, fasting, and almsgiving (Matthew 6:1-18). On 

Ash Wednesday we are marked with blessed ashes as a sign of repentance. The minister 

says either “repent and believe in the Gospel” or “remember you are dust and to dust you shall return.” We 

recall our mortality and the divine judgment that we will face at the end of our lives. We seek to turn away 

from sin and renew our active faith in the Gospel—the Good News that Jesus Christ died and rose for our   

salvation—so that we can be truly ready to renew our baptismal promises and celebrate his Resurrection at 

Easter!   

We all know the traditional custom of “giving up something” for Lent. This is an element of fasting. 

However, we should consider how our Lenten sacrifices will be a part of an overall effort to turn from sin and 

surrender to the Lord through prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.   

PRAYER: How will you GO DEEPER in prayer this Lent? Can you pledge to spend every day in at least 

10 minutes of personal prayer? If you already do that, why not commit to 20 or 30 minutes? Can you commit 

to going to a weekday Mass once a week? How about spending at least 15 minutes in Eucharistic adoration 

every Thursday of Lent? Decide to pray and read through one of the Gospels. Pray a morning offering, the  

Rosary or the Divine Mercy Chaplet. Join us on Fridays as we pray the Stations of the Cross. There are many 

ways to pray but, in the final analysis, prayer is essentially a conversation with the Lord. Reflect on your day—

where has the Lord been present to you, where have you tried to be present to Him? Speak to Him about 

what is on your heart—your joys, praises, gratitude, fears, worries, struggles, questions,… meditate on the 

person of Jesus, meditate on the words of Scripture, … and sit back and listen in silence. Go to confession. 

Pray like this every day for even a few minutes and I promise you that the Lord will transform you.  

FASTING: In addition to observing the obligatory days of fasting (Ash Wednesday and Good Friday) and   

abstinence from meat (every Friday of Lent) we all know of the custom of sacrificing something for Lent. 

Some people give up sweets, some give up alcohol, some give up a favorite TV show. All of these things could 

be good sacrifices. I would urge us all, however, to not just do the same old sacrifice that we do every year.  



Whatever you fast from this Lent make it something that will truly challenge you! Perhaps you can 

identify several things that you will sacrifice. We can fast from other things besides food. We can fast from 

mindlessly surfing the internet, social media, watching TV, Netflix, listening to the radio in the car. In the 

place of that time read the Bible, watch a video program that explores the Catholic Faith on FORMED 

(www.stgall.formed.org), listen to Relevant Radio or a Lighthouse CD from our kiosk in the narthex. Give up 

some of the noise that fills your life and add times of silence where you can more easily reflect and become 

aware of God’s presence in your heart and the subtle promptings of the Holy Spirit. Do you hate to exercise 

(like I do)? That sounds like that would be a good daily penance that also honors the God-given gift of your 

body! Give up hitting the snooze button and, instead, jump out of bed and give yourself 5-10 minutes of 

prayer to start the day right. Try to not snack between meals all Lent! You will find that fasting is a                

barometer for measuring what things enslave us. When we take away certain creature comforts we see 

how much of a hold they have on us. We can all have a tendency to cover up our sadness, loneliness, stress, 

and worry with creature comforts like food or TV. When we take away the creature comforts we have no 

choice but to turn to the Lord who is our only true help and peace. When we fast we cultivate a hunger for 

God. We are reminded of the fact that our true home is heaven and that God is more important than His 

gifts of creation. We actively prefer God to his gifts. By asking the Lord to give us the grace to sacrifice a 

midday snack or a hot shower He trains us to be ready to say NO to our own will and say YES to His will—

especially at important moments in life.  

ALMSGIVING: It has been said that through fasting we empty ourselves of unnecessary things, 

through prayer we fill ourselves up with God, and through almsgiving we give ourselves away to others in 

love. As fasting helps us to maintain a right relationship with created goods like food, so, too, almsgiving 

helps us to maintain a right relationship with our possessions and our neighbor. We all struggle with the 

desire to preserve our sense of security through how we save our money. We are also sometimes tempted 

to spend money in order to buy things or experiences that we think will make use happy. Money in itself is 

not evil. Rather, it is the LOVE of money that is the root of all evil (1 Timothy 6:10). Does money have a hold 

on you? If you have been blessed with a certain degree of wealth pray about how the Lord is calling you to 

redirect that wealth away from your own selfish desires and towards those in need. Think of a charitable 

organization that you can give some money too. Think of the connections that you can make. Give up eating 

out during Lent and donate the money that you save to the St. Vincent dePaul Society in order to help your 

neighbors who are facing an emergency situation and cannot pay their utilities bill. Find ways that you can 

give of your money, your time, and your attention to others who might be in need. Literally, who are your 

neighbors? Who lives next door or down the street? Is there an elderly widow whose sidewalk you could 

shovel? Try simply striking up a conversation with one of your neighbors (that is difficult because you are 

shy? Offer it up as sacrifice!). You might have someone that lives near you who is lonely or struggling. A kind 

gesture or word, a few moments of listening can do wonders! 

Let’s make this Lent different! Jesus wants us to give Him more room to act in our lives. Let’s say YES!  

 

Fr. DiTomo, Pastor 

http://www.stgall.formed.org


                 Lent/Holy Week Schedule 

 CONFESSIONS 

Monday     6:30-7:15 PM              

Tues., Wed., Thurs.    7:30-7:45 AM                                     

Thursday Evening   6:00-6:15 PM          

Friday                            12:45-1:00 PM                      

Saturday   9:00-9:15 AM     3:30-4:15 PM              

Sunday             9:45-10:15 AM 

 

 FRIDAYS DURING LENT           

 Stations of the Cross:     

                      Friday Evenings at 6:00 PM   

    

  Holy Week Schedule:                                                           

 Palm Sunday: Saturday Vigil  4:30 PM Mass           

 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM, 5:00 PM Masses 

  

 Holy Thursday:                                   
7:30 PM– Mass of the Lord’s Supper                                                       

9:00 PM-12:00 Midnight-Adoration 

  

 Good Friday:                                                                   

3:00 PM-Solemn Celebration of the Passion of Our Lord 

7:30 PM-Living Stations of the Cross 

  

        Holy Saturday:                          
11:00 AM Blessing of Easter Food/Baskets                                           

 7:30 PM Easter Vigil Mass 
  

          Easter Sunday Masses:                                              
7:00 AM   8:30 AM and 10:30 AM 

(No 5:00 PM Mass on Easter) 

          “Be Reconciled” 

    Wednesday 

 April 10, 2019 

     7:30 AM-9:00 PM 

Fr. DiTomo will hear 
confessions  “all day” 



Easter Giving Tree 

Each year, during Lent, our Christian Service Ministry invites parishioners to join us in 

supplying Easter Baskets for those who may not have the privilege of receiving one at 

Easter. 

Most of the baskets are sent to the Elburn Food Pantry but we also supply baskets for 

those struggling with making ends meet on a weekly basis (Seniors and the                  

Homebound too).  If you know of a family in need, please call the Parish Office and 

speak to Darlene Biggs at 630 365-6030 or Denise Parchert at 630 365-2758. 

Any one interested in distributing the baskets are encouraged to do so.  FAITH FORMATION STUDENTS ARE 

ESPECIALLY  ENCOURAGED TO HELP, especially at the food pantry on the day they will be handed out to 

those in need, on Thursday, April 18 from 6:00-7:00 PM.  

 Pick up your giving tags beginning the week of March 30th and please return your basket(s) on or before   

Sunday, April 14th at 12:00 Noon.   

       All candies/food items MUST be individually sealed.  Thank you! 

124th Annual                                                                       
St. Patrick’s Day Turkey                

Dinner 

  Dinner 
WHICH INCLUDES: 

 Home-cooked turkey 

 Homemade gravy 

 Real mashed potatoes 

 Stuffing 

 Corn 

 Green beans 

 Coleslaw 

 Cranberry sauce 

 Rolls-Soda Bread                           

 Dessert                                         
  Sunday March 10, 2019 

        Noon - 3:00 PM 

                    St. Gall Church 

Adults: $10.00 (16yrs.-59yrs) 

Seniors:$  8.00 (60+) New price 

Children 11-15: $8.00 

Children 6-10:   $5.00 

5 yrs & Under:  FREE                       

Family Rate, up to 5                       
Members: $35.00                                
(Dine in only) 

      Carry-outs available at                        
        Lions Park                                            
 500 Filmore, Elburn                   
       for $12.00 



Help for Our Friends In Need  

Society of Saint Vincent de Paul     

If you, a parishioner, or someone you know in the Elburn Area, is 
in need of financial assistance, please encourage them to contact 
the St. Gall Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP).   

There are two ways to request help. 

Call St. Gall Church at 630-365-6030 or use the St. Gall SVdP web 
site www.stgall.com/svdp. On the web,  you can request assistance by phone or electronically. 
All requests are kept strictly confidential.   

 

What should one expect after contacting us? 

A Vincentian will call you within approximately 24 hour to set up a time when two                    
Vincentians can meet with you at your home.  

 

The Vincentian’s role during the visit is to determine how best they can be of service. A            
decision on a financial request for help is normally made within 48 hours of the home visit. 

 

What type of help is available? 

Although we are typically contacted for rent or utility assistance, the Society can also help 
with a wide range of other needs and bills; such as medical, car repairs, food, moving, home 
repairs, and vehicle gas, just to name a few.  

 

You do not have to be in an emergency situation to receive assistance. We encourage those in 
need to contact the Society before an expense incurs late or other additional fees.  

 

What can I do? 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society is seeking new members  who wish to serve those in need in 
our area.   Please call Mike Sims at 309-696-8237 to find out more about the Society and 
what you can do or come to one of our monthly meetings on the 2nd Thursday of each month 
at 7:00 pm at church. 

 

Finally, we want to thank our parishioners for their generous support of the Society through 
the weekly collections envelope and Donut Sunday.  Our next Donut Sunday is March 31st, 
after the 8:30 and 10:30 Masses.  

http://www.stgall.com/svdp


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 St. Gall Pictorial Directory 
Beginning in April, everyone is invited to be 
photographed for our new Church Family             
Directory.   Each family will receive a                     
complimentary 8x10 photograph and free                     
directory for participating. 

  Photography dates are: 

       Tuesdays      (April 23)  2pm - 8pm 

       Wednesdays (April 24) 1pm - 8pm 

       Thursdays   (April 25 & May 2) 1pm - 8pm 

       Fridays        (April 26 & May 3) 1pm - 8pm 

       Saturdays    (April 27 & May 4) 9am - 4pm 

 
 

The days for the photo sessions for the 2019              
St. Gall pictorial directory are approaching              
(see dates/times above).  There will be a variety of  
ways available for you to sign up during the first 
weeks of  April.  Please look for information in the            
bulletin, on the St Gall website, and our Facebook 
page.  There also will be opportunities to sign up 
for a photography session after some of  the Masses 
in April.  

 

 If  you have any questions or you would like to    
volunteer to help in the process, please contact           
Diane Koch at 630-292-7697 or email her at             
           amrdkoch4688@gmail.com.   

THAT MAN IS YOU!                                           
For the men in our Parish every                     

Saturday morning beginning with   
breakfast at 6:00 AM followed by           
weekly program.  TMIY honestly              

addresses the pressures and                          
temptations that men face in our             
modern culture, especially those                      

relating to their roles as husbands and 
father. 

Come and join the fellowship! 

Questions?  Contact Greg Farrell at 
gjfarrell@prodigy.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Gall Health & Wellness Ministry’s 
next blood pressure screening will be   

on Sunday, April 7th after the 8:30 and 
10:30 AM Masses in Rooms 7 & 8. 

Follow the signs in the narthex. 

There will be several nurses available 
for your convenience.     

St. Gall Health & Wellness Ministry 
cares for you and your health! 

No fee-hope to see you on April 7th 
after the morning Masses. 

mailto:amrdkoch4688@gmail.com
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Resources/Education Sites  

                                    

     

    

 

 

 

 

  

    STAND UP AND USE YOUR VOICE FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NO VOICE! 

Thank you to everyone who took home a 

“Baby Bottle” and filled it with loose coins, 

cash or a check.   The TLC (Tender Loving               

Care-Life Center in Elgin) was deeply                          

appreciative.  They will be  sending us a grand 

total within the month of how much was            

donated. It will be announced in our weekly 

bulletin. All monies help the Life Center with 

gifts for newborns and mothers;  supplying      

formula; diapers; receiving blankets; booties, 

etc. as well as helping with the upkeep of their 

Mobile Ultrasound Unit and other needs to 

keep them operational. 

 

JOIN US  The first Saturday of every month as 

we attend the Planned Parenthood Facility in 

Aurora to pray quietly and peacefully for 

those entering the facility seeking an abortion, 

and for the medical staff to have a conscience 

change of heart.  For those wishing to carpool, 

we will leave St. Gall parking lot at 9:15 AM.  

The prayer vigil is from 10:00 AM-11:00 AM.  

Upcoming dates:    Saturday, March 3rd and 

April 7th.  

Born-Alive  Abortion  Survivors  
Protection Act (S. 311) 

Today, states are not just                  
expanding abortion but allowing 

infanticide as well! New York 
passed a drastic law that eliminated protections for babies 

who survive an abortion attempt.  And the Governor of    
Virginia has openly talked about denying care to babies 

born during a late-term abortion. 

The Senate denied The Born-Alive Abortion Survivors           
Protection Act with a vote of 53-44 on Monday, Feb. 25th. 

This means a child born alive following an abortion will be 
denied health care of any kind. 

 

House Bill 2495-Senate Bill 1942                                           

Repeals current state ban on partial-birth abortions.               
Defines abortion as a fundamental right.                                                  
Removes abortion clinics from regulations for serious medical 
procedures. 

Removes the requirement that only doctors can perform          
abortions. 

House Bill 2467 & Senate Bill 1594: 

Repeals Illinois Parental Notification of Abortion Act                        
Current law requires a parent or legal guardian be notified 
when a minor seeks an abortion. Includes a waiver for children 
physically or sexually abused. Passed in 1995 but not                 
implemented until 2013. 

TAKE ACTION:  Join us as we travel to Springfield for                
“Life Advocacy Day” on Wed., March 20th.  We will have 
the opportunity to personally ask our legislators to “VOTE 
NO” on HB2495 and HB2467.  Contact the Parish Office at 
630 365-6030/darlene@stgall.com or Fr. DiTomo is you are 
interested or sign up on the table in the narthex. Stay                
informed.  Go to:       
www.ilcatholic.org/take-action/join-i-can 

WHAT CAN YOU DO?  Contact your state House and Senate  
lawmakers and urge them to vote "no" on HB 2467, SB 1594,      
HB 2495 & SB 1942. 

Go to www.ilcatholic.org for more info.                                           
TAKE ACTION will pop up.        
Click on “Find and contact your legislator”                        
Find Politicians will pop up-enter zip code-click continue. 
Enter street address, town, zip code-click continue.                 
Directory will pop up which will list names.                                        
CLICK ON EACH NAME and compose your message asking 
them to vote NO on these bills.        DO IT TODAY! 

waterleaf.com          femcatholic.com         
lifematter.com               USCCB.org        
tlcpregnancyservices.com           wecarepregnancycenter.org           
prolifeaction.org           madonnarenewalcenter.com                                           
ilcatholic.org/take-action        illinoisrighttolife.org                
Corbellaclinic.org          rockforddiocese.org       
nrlc.org 

https://www.waterleafwc.org/
http://www.lifematters.com/


FORMED-The Catholic Faith on Demand
 A new App!   Login to access the 
best Catholic content all in one place:      
Programs, Movies, Audio and Ebooks. 

Free registration for St. Gall Church!         
~   Visit formed.org with a web browser 

~  Click on Register (lower right of page) 

~  Enter St. Gall Parishioner Access Code: 

            HNMG7R 

~  Enter your email and create a                     
    password   
 (you need this to login later) 

Excellent material such as Open the 
Word; Lectio-Eucharist; Saints and much 
more.  Something for the entire family. 

        Visit the site today! 

Catholic Media  

                                Relevant Radio                              
      950 AM/ 930 AM/ 1270 AM                
         www/relevantradio.com  

  Download the FREE App!                  
More information at:                                              
relevantradio.com/APP                                          
 Tune in for encouragement, uplifting                   
stories, and answers to faith questions.           
Relevant Radio offers dynamic programming 
from a Catholic perspective. 

                  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Eternal Word Television Network       
is a global television network which                             

presents around-the-clock Catholic-themed                 
programming and news coverage.                       

Go to www.ewtn.com to find your TV channel. 

St. Vincent de Paul is creating a custom cookbook                      

featuring favorite recipes from our St. Gall parishioners! 

Money raised will be used for “Helping Our Friends In Need”. 

We invite you to submit your favorite recipes to be published in 

our cookbook.  

There will be a bulletin insert the weeks of  March 2/3 and 
March 9/10 with complete details on how to submit your            
recipes.  Drop your form with payment in the tall mail box 
provided in the narthex. 

Cost is only $18 

Let’s help make this fundraiser a huge success. 

Questions:  Contact Pam Sorenson at ultraconv57@yahoo.com 

St. Gall 

      Cookbook 
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         Scheduled Events  

 

           

 

March 2   6:00 AM  That Man is You!   
     9:00 AM  Art & Environment   
     9:15 AM  Carpool to Planned Parenthood  

March 3   8:30 AM   LOWC-Joyful Sunday (Pre-School-5)
     5:00 PM   Confirmation (Grade 7) 

March 4    7:00 PM   Rosary for Life                                                 
       

March 5    9:30 AM  Tues. Morning Bible Study (Rms. 1-4) 
      7:00 PM  Crossword Bible Study  
      7:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal   
      8:00 PM  AA Meeting (Rms. 5-6)            

March 6    ASH WEDNESDAY-Lent Begins  
      7:00 AM; 12:10 PM; 7:30 PM Masses  
   (Ashes Distributed)            
      4:30 PM   FF Grades 1-4-Ashes Distributed 
      6:00 PM   FF Grades 5-6-Ashes Distributed  

March 7     6:30 PM  Catechist Class (Rms. 1-4)  
       7:30 AM-9:00 PM  ADORATION 

March 8     6:00 PM   Stations of the Cross     
       TURKEY DINNER SET UP 

March 9     6:00 AM   That Man is You!            
       9:00 AM   Art & Environment         
       TUKREY DINNER SET UP   
 INTERNATIONAL  APPEAL SECOND COLLECTION  

March 10   12:00-3:00 PM  TURKEY DINNER!               
         3:30-5:00 PM  Turkey Dinner Clean Up
 INTERNATIONAL  APPEAL SECOND COLLECTION                
 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS  

March 11     9:00 AM St. Joseph Altar-Cookie Baking    
        7:00 PM   Rosary for Life 

March 12    9:00 AM St. Joseph Altar-Cookie Baking   
        9:30 AM Tues. Morning Bible Study  
        7:00 PM  Crossword Bible Study        
        7:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal   
        8:00 PM  AA Meeting (Rm. 5-6)                       

March 13    4:30 PM  FF Grades 1-4    
        6:00 PM  FF Grades 5-6 

March 14    8:30 AM  Bag Cookies at Church      
        6:30 PM Catechist Class   
        7:00 PM  St. Vincent de Paul (Rm. 8)  
        7:30 PM  Venturing Crew (Rms. 5-6)      

March 15     1:00 PM  St. Joseph Altar Set Up       
        5:00 PM  FF JUMP START-Fasting Bread  
    Grades 3-5  
        6:00 PM  Stations of the Cross       

    

March 16    6:00 AM  That Man is You!                       
        9:00 AM  Art & Environment                
        ST. JOSEPH ALTAR 

March 17   8:30 AM  LOWC & Joyful Sun.  (Pre-School-5)  
       5:00 PM  Confirmation (Grades 7)    
      REVERSE COLLECTION for FOOD PANTRY 
      ST. JOSEPH ALTAR 

March 18   7:00 PM   Rosary for Life 

March 19   9:30 AM  Tuesday Morning Bible Study             
       7:00 PM   Crossword Bible Study (Rm. 1-4) 
       7:00 PM   Choir Rehearsal      
       8:00 PM   AA Meeting (Rms. 5-6) 

March 20   4:30 PM   FF Grades 1-5   
       6:00 PM   FF Grades 6-7   
       LIFE ADVOCACY DAY-SPRINGFIELD    

March 21   7:30 AM-9:00 PM  ADORATION  
       7:00 PM   VBS Meeting 

March 22   6:00 PM   Stations of the Cross         

March 23   6:00 AM  TMIY!                                                
        9:00 AM  Art & Environment                       
        REVERSE FOOD COLLECTION  

March 24     6:30 PM Youth Nite (Grades 6-8)                             
         REVERSE FOOD COLLECTION   

March 25    7:00 PM  Rosary for Life   

March 26    9:30 AM  Tues. Morning Bible Study (Rm 1-4)         
        7:00 PM   Crosswords Bible Study                     
        7:00 PM   Choir Practice       
        8:00 PM   AA Meeting (Rms. 5-6) 

March 27    SPRING BREAK-No FF Class 

March 28     7:30 AM-9:00 PM  ADORATION 

March 29     6:00 PM  Stations of the Cross          
March 30     6:00 AM  That Man is You!   
         9:00 AM  Art & Environment  
         EASTER GIVING TREE UP          
         FOOD PANTRY ITEMS RETURNED 

March 31     DONUT SUNDAY After Morning Masses               
         FOOD PANTRY ITEMS RETURNED 
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April 16        9:30 AM  Tuesday Morning Bible Study         
         7:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal                             
         8:00 PM  AA Group (Rms. 5-6)                     

April 17         NO FF Classes this Week                                  
         6:30 PM  Respect Life Mtg. (Break Room)   

April 18         6:00 PM  Food Pantry-Hand out Baskets 
            7:30 PM   Holy Thursday-Mass of the  
    Lord’s Supper                                          
          9:00 PM-12 Midnight  ADORATION    

April 19        3:00 PM   Good Friday-Solemn         
    Celebrations of Our Lord’s Passion 
           7:30 PM   Living Stations      

April 20        9:00 AM   Art & Environment  
        11:00 AM   Blessing of Easter Baskets               
          7:30 PM    Easter Vigil                       
          REVERSE FOOD COLLECTION 

April 21        EASTER MASSES 7 AM, 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM 
          REVERSE FOOD COLLECTION  

April 22        7:00 PM  Rosary for Life  

April 23        9:30 AM  Tuesday Morning Bible Study                
          2-8   PM  LIFETOUCH Photo Session  
          7:00 PM  CrossWord Bible Study             
           7:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal            
           8:00 PM  AA Meeting (Rms. 5-6)                         

April 24        1-8   PM  LIFETOUCH Photo Session  
          4:30 PM  FF Grades 1-4   
           6:00 PM  FF Grades 5-6  

April 25        1-8    PM  LIFETOUCH Photo Session                                  

April 26         1-8    PM  LIFETOUCH Photo Session 
          5:00 PM  FF JUMPSTART (Grades 3-5)          

April 27         6:00 AM  That Man is You!   
           9:00 AM  Art & Environment            
           9AM-4PM LIFE TOUCH Photo Session  
       10:00 AM  First Communion Retreat Day 
        FOOD PANTRY ITEMS RETURNED 

April 28         8:30 AM  LOWC & JOYFUL SUN. (Pre-5)            
          5:00 PM  Confirmation (Grades 7)                       
          FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION                                 

April 29         7:00 PM   Rosary for Life                    

April 30          9:30 AM  Tues. Morning Bible Study                      
          7:00 PM   Crossword Bible Study  
          7:00 PM   Choir Rehearsal             

April 1          7:00 PM  Rosary for Life    

April 2          9:30 AM  Tues. Morning Bible Study
          7:00 PM   Crossword Bible Study 
          7:00 PM   Choir Rehearsal                          
          8:00 PM   AA Meeting (Rm. 5-6)  

April 3          4:30 PM   FF Grades 1-4  
          6:00 PM   FF Grades 5-6                                             

April 4          7:30 AM-9:00 PM   ADORATION             
          6:30 PM   Catechist Meeting 
          7:00 PM   St. Vincent de Paul Meeting 

April 5          6:00 PM   Stations of the Cross                   

April 6          6:00 AM  TMIY!   
          9:00 AM  Art & Environment 
          9:15 AM  Carpool to Planned Parenthood
          EASTER GIVING TREE UP    

April 7          8:30 AM  LOWC & Joyful Sun. (Pre-Gr. 6) 
          5:00 PM  Confirmation (Grade 7)  
          Health & Wellness Blood Pressure 
  Screening after MORNING Masses 

April 8          7:00 PM  Rosary for Life    

April 9          9:30 AM  Tues. Morning Bible Study          
          6:00 PM  VBS Meeting           
          7:00 PM   Crossword Bible Study 
          7:00 PM   Choir Rehearsal  
          8:00 PM    AA Meeting (Rms. 5-6)                           

April 10         7:30 AM-9:00 PM “Be Reconciled”  
  Confessions heard all day 
          4:30 PM     FF Grades 1-4  
          6:00 PM     FF Grades 5-6  
          6:30 PM     Respect Life Meeting           
          7:00 PM     Finance Council Meeting 

April 11         6:30 PM     Catechist Meeting 
         7:00 PM      St. Vincent de Paul (Rm. 7)           
         7:30 PM      Venturing Crew (Rms. 5-6) 

April 12        6:00  PM      Stations of the Cross           
April 13         6:00 AM       That Man is You! 
         9:00 AM   Art & Environment 
         EASTER GIVING TREE ITEMS RETURNED 

 April 14       8:30 AM LOWC & Joyful Sun. (Pre-Gr.6)              
         5:00 PM Confirmation (Grade 7)                                   
        12:00 PM LAST DAY FOR RETURNING 
        EASTER  GIVING TREE                                              

April 15        5:30 PM  Living Station Rehearsal        
         7:00 PM  Rosary for Life 

        APRIL                           

Scheduled Events 

Enjoy the  “Sun-Rise” on Easter morn…..our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!  



St. Gall Faith Formation  
  

  

 

    

 Students will prepare for the 
 Sacrament of Eucharist over the 
 next few months.  Be sure to watch 
 their  folders and your email for 
 more  information about upcoming 
 events.  Keep talking about what’s 
 happening at Mass and discuss the 
 readings! Banners due at April 3 or 7 
 classes so we can practice! 

Family Retreat 

Saturday, April 27                                     
10:00am-2:00pm 
     Includes at least 1 
parent and lunch is provided. 

Group/Individual photos—
Before and after the First Communion 
Mass on May 5 at 1pm 

Mass Rehearsal on May  1—6:30pm 

Students can be “bread” to those         
around them and 
record their insights 
from the Gospel and 
Homily each 

weekend!  Check your First 
Communion Parent meeting folder 
for forms and have your student 
return them to class each week. 

Pray for our students and families as 
they prepare for this important 

Sacrament.                                                   
Live the Eucharistic Life! 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
VOLUNTEER MEETINGS 

February 25 from 6-7pm 

March 21 and April 9  

We need your help to 
make this a fun week for 
Grades K-4! Grade 5 are 

group leaders! 

SAVE THE DATE:   June 10-14 

The Vatican Express leaves the 

station at 9am! 

Confirmation Grades 8-9                                                               

Confirmation Mass-February 18, 2019 

Please pray for all of our Confirmandi. They accepted their mis-

sion to become the best Catholics they can be! Pray for their continued desire to 

be a faithful witness and to increase their relationship with Christ as they jour-

ney to become greater members of our faith community.  See the Faith For-

mation Confirmation Page for our slideshow of pictures!  Thank you to Denise 

Parchert for taking our pictures and providing them to our families! 

              St. Gall Faith Formation Confirmation Page 

 Faith Bartkowiak  

 Joshua Brunscheen  

Ryan Cichon                             

Patrick Collins          

Madelyn Crabb             

Olivia Di Chiarro               

Alexander Friede           

Reese Gallagher           

Gabriella Gatz             

Santino Grano            

Abraham Guerrero          

Rochelle  Guerro                 

Connor Haley                     

Karmyn Hookham                   

Isabella Humm 

 

 

Emily Jones      

 Ryan Jones                

Breck Kirkwood               

Madison Kunzer             

Morgan Lahner             

Sophia Lisberg                 

Wyatt Lisberg                  

Payton Micka                         

Abbey Mondi                   

Kara Murphy                       

Danielle Nugara                

Andrew Olson                             

Aidan Pawlak                        

Daniel Pawlak                         

Maxwell Peters                       

Jessica Phillip 

 

Alyssa Piemonte     

Trevor Pope                 

Abigail Reilley                

Jack Rissman                   

Audrey Salamon               

Dania Sanchez               

Carley Sitar                          

Darren Stacy, Jr.                    

Mitchel Tarnoki                

Olivia Uplegger                  

Maddyx Wald              

Madeline Webster             

Nicholas West                     

Jack Wolff                               

Gavin Woods 

 

 

 



March, 2019              
 On the weekend of March 9/10, we in the Diocese of Rockford will be given an opportunity to assist 
our fellow Catholics and others in need throughout the world. 

That weekend, we will take up the International Appeal Collection which includes the following offerings:              

The Peter’s Pence Collection which provides the Holy Father with the funds he needs to carry out his 

most important charitable works. The proceeds benefit the most disadvantaged: victims of war, oppression, 
and disasters. Your gift makes you a pilgrim of charity around the globe.                                                             
           Visit: www.usccb.org/catholic-giving/opportunities-for-giving/peters-pence 

Catholic Relief Services Collection (CRS) work includes resettling and welcoming displaced            

individuals and families, and advocating on behalf of victims of atrocities such as human trafficking. CRS            
provides for their basic humanitarian needs, and encourages legislation that reflects the importance of             
family in society. The reach of this Collection spans the globe, helping families on every continent, with an 
array of ethnicities and backgrounds, addressing a myriad of needs. Last year, $69,213 was distributed to        
this appeal.      Visit: www.usccb.org/catholic-relief 

Aid to the Catholic Church in Central and Eastern Europe: This collection funds projects in 28 

countries to build the pastoral capacity of the Church and to rebuild and restore the faith and the light of 
Christ in these countries that have dark pasts but bright futures. The funds are used to grant monies to               
support seminaries, social service programs, youth ministry, pastoral centers, church construction and           
renovation. Visit: www.usccb.org/catholic-giving/opportunities-for-giving/central-and-eastern-europe/ 

Worldwide and U.S. Disaster Relief Fund Rockford Diocese Response: Whenever a natural 

disaster occurs and/or a significant need exists, Most Reverend David J. Malloy receives numerous petitions 
for financial assistance from his brother bishops in the affected area. With the creation of this fund, he has 
resources available to respond on behalf of the people of the Rockford Diocese.  

Rockford Diocesan Priests’ Pension Plan: Our priests devote their lives to bringing people closer to 

Christ. In retirement, our priests continue to serve as spiritual leaders, counselors, ministers to the sick and 
much more. With gratitude for their years of faithful ministry, the Diocese has a Priests’ Pension Plan to      
support our 57 currently retired priests and those who will retire in the future.   To make your donation       
on-line, please visit: www.rockforddiocese.org/donate 

Catholic Elementary School Financial Support for the Diocese of Rockford:  To ensure that 

we maintain the opportunity for parents to enroll their children in the excellent Catholic elementary schools 
within our Diocese, we have created a special way for you to assist the Diocese of Rockford in supporting 
schools that have operating deficits and need your help to become financially viable.  Your support through 
prayer and donations will help our schools continue to provide a quality education, and religious and moral 
formation in a world badly in need of Gospel values.       

 Sincerely yours in Christ,                              
 The Most Reverend David J. Malloy-Bishop of Rockford 

http://www.usccb.org/catholic-giving/opportunities-for-giving/peters-pence
http://www.usccb.org/catholic-relief
http://www.usccb.org/catholic-giving/opportunities-for-giving/central-and-eastern-europe/
http://www.rockforddiocese.org/donate


ST. GALL FAITH FORMATION  

Faith Formation 
Classes and Events 

MARCH                                                 
Ash Wednesday—March 6 

       Services at 4:30pm & 6:00pm 

LOWC—3, 17 

JOYFUL SUNDAYS 

    Grades PK-5—3 & 17 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAYS 

    Grade 7 only—3 & 17 

Wednesdays—6, 13, 20 

Turkey Day-March 10 

JumpStart—5-6:30pm—March 15 

    Make Fasting Bread! Service!                       
VBS Volunteer Meeting—March 21 

SPRING BREAK—March 24-29 

APRIL 

LOWC—7, 14, 28 

JOYFUL SUNDAYS 

    Grades PK-5—7, 14, 28 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAYS 

    Grade 7 only—7, 14, 28 

Wednesdays—3, 10, 24 

VBS Volunteer Meeting—April 9 

Egg Hunt-April-TBD 

 

Good Friday  

Living Stations Rehearsal 

 —April 15 at 5:30-7:30pm 

Living Stations Prayer Service 

  —April 19 at 7:30pm 

Blessing of Baskets—April 20  

 At 11am 

Easter—April 21 

1st. Communion Retreat 

April 27 10:00am—3:00pm 

This retreat includes at least 1                
parent! Lunch is provided! 

 

CATECHISTS WANTED! 

Have you thought about helping our kids 
keep the faith? Want to take a few classes 
and get ready? Want to just find out 
more?  

You can check out the upcoming classes 
at our Catechist corner on the parish web 
site where you can learn more about our 
faith and meet some great people! We 
are offering classes from February to June 
to get you started.  

Pope Francis said you are already a 
catechist! This year’s challenge from the 
United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops is Enlisting Witnesses for Jesus 
Christ. You are already a witness in your 
every day life! Do you know someone 
who would be great? Tell them.  

Weekly classes are on Wednesdays. 
Sunday classes are 2x a month. Pray 
about it and contact Donna Doherty at 
donna@stgall.com.  

 Families!                        
You’re invited! 

Pancake Breakfast 
and Easter Egg Hunt 

The Knights of Columbus are having 
a free pancake breakfast and Egg 

Hunt in April! Date is coming! RSVP to 
donna@stgall.com so we can 

coordinate our St. Gall families!  
Watch for details in email/bulletin 
and on our Faith Formation Pages! 

What’s going on in going on  
in Faith Formation?                                                                                

Calendar:  www.stgall.com 

 —Faith Formation 

Like the St. Gall Faith Formation 
Facebook page!                                                          

Donna Doherty, Director of Faith 

Formation 

Email:  donna@stgall.com 

Faith Formation Office                        

(Absences and RSVP)                             

Email: 

FaithFormation@stgall.comPhone:  

630-365-9166 

JOYFUL SUNDAYS News 

Mardi Gras Pancake                    

Breakfast and Bowling!          

March 3                                      
Watch for more events and 

service opportunities! 

It’s Lent! 
 

March 15—JumpStart        
For Grades 3-5                                 

from 5-6:30pm 
 

Service, Stations of 

the Cross, and make 

Fasting Bread!  
 

St. Joseph’s Table              
March 17                                     

Remember your faithful              
departed at our table with            
pictures and momentos! 

LIVING STATIONS 

Grades 3-Adult                
Rehearsal                               

April 15—5:30-7:30pm 

 

 

 

Good Friday  

LIVING STATIONS 

PRAYER SERVICE  

April 19 at 7:30pm                     
for the Parish in Church.                              

All are invited! 

Blessing of Easter               

Baskets 

Join us at 11am for prayer 

and a blessing! A Catholic               

Tradition, bring your Easter foods and 

Baskets for a special Easter blessing 

from Fr. DiTomo on Holy Saturday. 



St. Joseph Altar at St. Gall 
    A St. Joseph Altar is an offering of labor and love.                                
Many people turned to St. Joseph during a drought              
in Sicily, asking for his intercession many years ago.  
When the rains came and the crops prospered, prayers 
were answered.  In thanksgiving, the people of Sicily 
made offerings to St. Joseph from their bountiful          
harvest.  Today this tradition lives on.  In thanksgiving 
for our many blessings, consider joining us as we 
erect a St. Joseph altar the weekend of March 16/17th. 

Before anything can begin we need volunteers to help. Many of the foods presented at the      
Altar are symbols of devotion, therefore specific items are needed.   See the sign up sheet in 
the narthex to volunteer to bring item(s) needed after Mass.   

 On Monday & Tuesday, March 11/12 at 9:00 AM come help Kathryn Rossi make 250 
cookies in her home or stop by to pick up dough to bake at your house (1091 Lakin Ave.,        
Elburn) 

 On Thursday, March 14th at 8:30 AM come help Kathryn at 
St. Gall to bag the 250 cookies.   

 On Friday, March 15th at 1:00 PM come help Kathryn at St. 
Gall set up and decorate. Email or text Kathryn with any questions:  
630 940-9440  mamamiax4@sbcglobal.net 

 You may drop off items after the 7:30 AM Mass on 
       Friday, March 15th until 6:00 PM.   

   

   

Items Needed for St. Joseph Altar 

Homemade or store bought BREADS    Store bought FRUIT such as:              
in the shape of a cross, wreath, braid,             pineapples, oranges, apples,                
hammer or staff.                grapes, lemon, lime figs,   

        bananas.   
  

 Homemade or store bought CAKES in               Store bought VEGETABLES                                   
shape of a Bible, Cross Heart or Lamb, or        such as: tomatoes, eggplants,                   
cake that reads, “Happy St. Joseph Day.”                             potatoes, corn, peppers, squash. 

 

 

 

Homemade ITALIAN WEDDING                                                           
 COOKIES: Kathryn’s                                         
recipe~contact information above) 

Miscellaneous Items:  wine,                          
vases of lilies, St. Joseph statue, 
white tablecloths, wheat stalks 
or rosary beads. 



                                                                                                      

    

 

Giving to your church is as easy as 1-2-3  

Go to the App Store or Google Play and search for “GivePlus Church” to 

download for FREE 

       1)  SEARCH      2)  SELECT         3)  SUBMIT 

 

  

       

Questions:  Contact Mary Fran Korth 

       in our Parish Office              

     maryfran@stgall.com 

        or 630 365-6030  

Find Church       Fund Details        Donation Summary          

          Search 

Fund 

General Fund                   

Frequency                  

One Time_______________                                  

Select Amount  

       

 

$25 $50   $100   

Find your church to get started 

Church Name or Zip Code 

 Find Churches Near Me 

Add 

Donor Name                                               

Donor 

Card Number                

****111 

Would you like to add 1.5%to 
help offset processing fees? 

Fund                            Amount 

Building Fund               $25.38 
                     One Time 

Complete Donation 

Total                              $25.38 

*Enter church name or tap Find           

Churches Near Me to start your search 

*Select your church 

*Your select church will be displayed as 

your default church 

*Tap Give Now 

*Choose a fund and a preset amount 

or enter another amount 

*Select Add to add another fund or 

move forward to the payment                 

information 

*Scan or enter your card or bank            

account  information 

*Review your donation summary 

then select Complete Donation 

Coming Soon, St. Gall’s new Columbarium is scheduled to      

arrive mid April.  The pad is set and ready at the cemetery. 

Look for complete details in upcoming bulletins; Flocknote 

and our website. 



Venturing Crew 413   
 Spring Activities, 2019                         

Once again we have had a very 
busy winter and are looking     
forward to an exciting spring 
and summer full of outdoor  
activities and service projects.  
This past year Crew 413 was 

featured in the national edition of Boys Life 
Magazine where they followed us on our          
3-day backpacking trip in Missouri; our Crew 
Advisor, Linda Potvin, was featured in            
Scouting Magazine (the adult version of Boys 
Life Magazine) with a nice article on insights 
during her 20-year scouting career:  some of 
our crew members were in the background 
on the national TV show, Junior Ninja Warrior 
Competition; we also were on local TV during 
one of our welcome home celebrations for 
Chicago’s Honor Flight at Midway Airport; 
and our Committee Chair, Bruce Aderman 
and Crew President, Kyle Roethemeier               
received Council Venturing Leadership 
Awards.  It will be difficult to top our            
accomplishments from last year but we sure 
will try. 

This spring our activities and outings include 
rock climbing; helping serve at the St. Gall 
Turkey Dinner; a day at Top Golf, a 3 day, 27 
mile spring backpacking/camping trip in            
Indiana; volunteering at an aid station for the 
Fox Valley Marathon; celebrating our 3rd        
anniversary April 13; helping the Elburn Post 
Office deliver over 1,000 lbs. of collected food 
items to the Elburn Food pantry; hold a               
pancake breakfast for St. Gall’s St. Vincent de 
Paul Society; and finally planning and               
attending camping/hiking/zip-lining/
canoeing/sailing/rafting activities/outings in 
the next several months. 

As you can see, we are planning some              
exciting activities and Venturing is open to 
boys and girls age 14 (or 13 and completed 
8th grade) through 20.  We are a coed crew 
with amazing and energetic youth and some 
incredibly dedicated adult volunteers! 

To help us “Lead the Adventure” and join in 
the fun, contact Linda Potvin 630 531-0061, 
or Bruce Aderman 630 404-6113.  Visit our 
Facebook Page at Crew 413 Elburn 
“@VenturingCrew413” for more information 
on the Crew.  Also, look for us in April during 
our annual Krispy Krème Donut sale             
fundraiser. 

 

Our Lady/Mystical Rose                         
 Prayer Group 

  Please join our Mystical Rose Prayer Group 
to pray for our church, our priests and for an 
increase in vocations to the priesthood.  Join 
our group to learn more about the devotion 
to Our Lady/Mystical Rose which began in 
the 1940’s after the end of WWII in Italy.  It is not a well 
known devotion, but so important for today. 

     We meet the first Wednesday of each month at 1:30 
PM in the home of Maureen Pott, parishioner.  Her        
address is 525 Saratoga Dr., Elburn.  Please call                  
630 992-6138 or email at dots1@sbcglobal.net if you are 
able to attend.  Hopefully, you can join us once a month 
in lifting these special prayer intentions to Jesus’ Holy 
Mother for our priests and Holy Mother Church.  

HEALTH NEWS: March is National Colorectal Cancer Awareness 
Month.  The colon and rectum are parts of the large intestine.           
Colorectal cancer is the third most common cancer in the United 
States and the second leading cause of death from cancer.  There 
are often no signs or symptoms of colorectal cancer-that’s why it’s 
so important to get screened.  The ACS (American Cancer Society) 
has new guidelines for colon cancer screening.  People who are at           
average risk* of colorectal cancer should start regular screening at 
age 45.  This can be done either with a sensitive test that looks for 
signs of cancer in a person’s stool (a stool-based test,) or with an 
exam that looks at the colon and rectum a visual exam).  People who 
are in good health and with a life expectancy of more than 10 years 
should continue regular colorectal cancer screening through the age 
of 75.   For people ages 76 through 85, the decision to be screened 
should be based on a person’s preferences, life expectancy, overall 
health, and prior screening history.  People over 85 should no longer 
get colorectal cancer screening. 

*For screening, people are considered to be at average risk if they 
do not have: 

A personal history of colorectal cancer or certain types of polyps 

A family history of colorectal cancer 

A personal history of inflammatory bowel disease (ulcerative colitis 
or Crohn’s disease) 

A confirmed or suspected hereditary colorectal cancer syndrome, 
such as familiar adenomatous polyposis (FAP) or Lynch syndrome 
(hereditary non-polyposis colon cancer of HNPCC) 

A personal history of getting radiation to the abdomen (belly) or   
pelvic area to treat a prior cancer 

If you are younger than 45 and have any of the above risk factors 
you may need a colorectal cancer screen prior to age 45.  Discuss 
with your health care provider.  Information obtained from the 
American Cancer Society web site. 

 What do I ask the doctor?  

     What is my risk for colorectal cancer?                     
  When do you recommend that I start getting tested?      
  What are the different types of screening tests for colorectal      
  cancer? Which screening test do you recommend?  Why?                                  
  What happens during the screening?  How do I prepare?                       
  Are they any dangers or side effects of screening?                           
  How long will it take to get the results?                                                     
  What can I do to reduce my risk of colorectal cancer?  What type  
   of diet should I follow?      www.healthfinder.gov   



  WHEN DISCOURAGED, FRIGHTENED, CONFUSED: 

The Lord himself  goes before you and will be with you; he will never 
leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged 
(Deuteronomy 31:8). 

Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of  them, for the Lord your 
God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you (Deuteronomy 31:6). 

God has provided the only way – we must make the choice...choose Jesus (2 Timothy 2:5) 

Turkey Dinner-Behind the Scenes                  
Ever hear of the “turkey drop” ?
Years ago a lady in 
our parish was                    
expecting her third 
child.  Not feeling 
comfortable                  
standing on her feet 
as a waitress, she volunteered to 
roast a turkey for the annual          
St. Patrick’s Day Turkey Dinner.             
 On the day of the dinner no one 
in the family was able to drop off 
the turkey at the American Legion 
Hall so, she being 9 months            
pregnant, carried it to the back            
entrance.  She accidentally tripped 
and the turkey flew out of the  
roasting pan, made the turn down 
the stairs and out of sight.  She was 
so embarrassed that she just left the 
pan at the entrance and wanted to 
shout, “Turkey Drop” and run (she 
did run-well more like waddled to 
the car).                      
 Imagine the remarks that were 
made by the person(s) who          
discovered the bagged turkey at the 
bottom of the steps!  There is more 
than one way to deliver a                        
turkey....some just have to do it 
their own way.  ~True story!~
  

A smile is infectious-say nothing just smile! 

God’s Little Instruction Book 

“When God measures a man or woman, He 

puts the tape around the heart  instead of the 

head.” Look up: 1 Samuel 16:7 

 

“Your temper is like a fire.  It gets very destruction when it gets 

out of  control.”  Look up Proverbs. 25:28 

“The mighty oak was once a little nut that stood its ground.”  

Look up Proverbs 12:3 

“Sorrow looks back.  Worry looks around.  Faith looks up.”       

Look up Hebrews 12:2 

“Falling down doesn’t make you a failure, but staying down 

does.”  Look up Proverbs 24:16 

“God can heal a broken heart, but he has to have all the pieces.”  

Look up Proverbs 23:26 

“Jesus is a friend who knows all your faults and still loves you   

anyway.”  Look up Romans 5:8 

I’ve learned...That just one person saying to me, ‘You’ve made 

my day!’ makes my day. 

I’ve learned….That simple walks with my father around the 

block on summer nights when I was a child did wonders for me 

as an adult. 

I’ve learned...That when you’re in love, it shows. 



ST. GALL COMMUNITY SERVICE DAYS 
 

 The Pastoral Council and Community Services would like to      
invite family and children 8 years and older to volunteer at Northern 
Illinois Food Bank on Saturday March 23, 2019 from 9:00A.M. until 
12:00 PM.  

 

Parishioner Bill Bushnell has helped organize this wonderful event 
for us! Please RSVP by Wednesday, March 20th is you and/or family 
can attend.  

 

The Northern Illinois Food Bank mission is the source of nutritious food and hope for 
more than half a million people each year in our 13-county service area.  We rely on 
our generous donors, volunteers, local food pantries and food  manufacturers who 
help us insure that no one be hungry in Northern Illinois.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

       

Directions:  Go East on Route 38 through downtown Geneva. Turn left on Kirk road. 
Go about 2 blocks to a traffic light and turn right on Averill road.  Proceed on Averill 
Road about 1/2 mile, and then turn right on Dearborn Court.  The Food Bank is the 
large building on the left.  

Website:  https://solvehungertoday.org/volunteer-opportunities/ 

 

Volunteer Projects:  The Food Bank receives large bulk food donations from food 
manufactures. The volunteers inspect, sort and package the food for distribution to 
local food pantries. 

  Address:  

   Northern Illinois Food Bank                                                              
 273 Dearborn Court        
 Geneva, IL 60134 

https://solvehungertoday.org/volunteer-opportunities/


Easter Symbols and Their Meaning   

10 Easter Symbols and Their Meanings 

1) Egg:  When Christianity spread across the world, the egg became a symbol of man’s rebirth rather than

 nature or spring.  Christians symbolize the egg to Jesus Christ tomb from which he broke forth 

 and rose again.  Likewise, they painted the egg with red to symbolize the blood of Christ, and   

 every year the decorations became elaborate and colorful.  Today, Easter eggs decorated with 

 myriad of colors make it more fun to look at, so kids can better understand their importance to 

 the celebration of Easter. 

2) Easter Baskets:  The symbol of Easter Baskets originates from the Catholic custom of bringing food to 

 the Mass for blessing.  Traditionally, people bring baskets of food, their Easter dinner to the church

 to be blessed.   

3) Lilies:  Lily is another Easter symbol often used for decoration.  White lilies symbolize purity and honesty.

  Lilies white color and emergence from the earth in the spring season has made the flower perfect       

  symbol of Easter.  Pure white color symbolizes Jesus’ purity and resurrection. 

4) Hot Cross Buns:  Hot Cross Buns is a popular Easter symbol in England.  Buns are a traditional Easter food

 where it is first baked and served on Good Friday.  The symmetrical cross carved into the bread is            

 used to symbolize the resurrection of Jesus.  The custom of carving the bread with a cross continues

 today to remind people of Jesus sacrifices. 

5) Easter Lamb:  Christians across the world celebrate Easter with great fanfare.  Easter, which is celebrated to 

 remember Jesus’ resurrection from the dead after three days, is observed with fervor in some countries.

 The lamb symbolizes Easter because Jesus represents the lamb, he is the lamb of the highest. 

6) Palm Branches:  When Jesus first arrived in Jerusalem, the people welcomed him by waving palm branches to 

 signify their happiness at his arrival.  The church uses the palm branches to symbolize the start of Lent 

 and  Jesus arrival. 

7) The Cross:  an integral part of Christian celebrations, including Easter.   The cross is a symbol of life and                   

 sacrifices of Jesus for humanity.  The cross brings hope and new life, which is why it is also a symbol of 

 Easter. 

8) Pretzels:  In some parts of Europe, pretzels are served only at the start of Lent, which is from Ash Wednesday  

 to Easter to maintain the sanctity of the bread.  Since the middle ages, pretzel is part of the Easter              

 celebration, families prepare pretzels for the Easter ceremony.  Pretzels, resembles a crossed arm folded in 

 prayer and also symbolizes penitence and fasting while the three holes symbolize the Trinity. 

9) Butterfly:  The life cycle of the butterfly symbolizes the life of Christ.  The caterpillar, which is the first stage, 

 stands  for Christ’s life on earth.  The cocoon stage portrays Christ’s death at the cross and burial, the third 

 stage and most important phase is his rebirth after three days.  The butterfly, the final stage, is Christ’s  

 resurrection from  the dead, so it is just right that it is a symbol of Easter 

10) Bunny: The bunny symbols originated in Germany since they were the first ones to mention it in a writing 

 that dates  back to the 1500’s.  The German settlers that came to America brought the tradition and 

 custom of the Easter holiday with them, including the bunny symbol.    

              

        ~Now you know~    



 

 

www.formed.org 

Catholic Church 

43W885 Hughes Rd.,      

Elburn, IL   60119 

  www.facebook.com/pages/St-Gall-Catholic-Church/ 

  @StGallElburn 

www.flocknote.com/stgall?reg=true#overlay=register/overlay/102815 


